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to take no part against any other member of the Cabinet,
but should stand by them. Usher said it was important
that he should know, for he had to depend on his salary
or income for his support, and probably Mr. S. could let
him know what were the President's intentions. The sub-
ject seemed to be one on which the two had been previously
conversing, and U. was evidently in some suspense or
anxiety. I did not see nor apprehend the pertinency or
occasion for the conversation, except that U. may have
heard, or learned, something which has disturbed him,
and sought information from S., who chose to have me
hear him utter nonsense to Usher.

I remarked that I gave no thought to the rumors, manu-
factured by correspondents and quidnuncs; that if Mem-
bers of Congress or committees attempted to dictate to
the President, he would know how to appreciate them.
The conversation did not exceed five minutes, perhaps not
more than three. We then came out, but Usher seemed
disturbed and clung to and walked off with Seward, al-
though his carriage was waiting in the opposite direction.

December 10, Saturday. Blair called on me in somewhat
of a disturbed state of mind and wanted my advice. He
had had one interview with the President since I last saw
him, in which the President said he disliked to remove
Hoffman from the collectorship of Baltimore, but that the
Spanish mission would be vacant, and he would place
that at Blair's disposal to arrange with Senator Hicks and
Hoffman, as he pleased. Blair replied that he could go into
no such arrangement; that he had no confidence in Hoff-
man, who is wholly unreliable, had deserted everybody
and ought to be discarded. The appointment of Chase has
brought the Maryland malcontents into position, and the
trimmers, including Hicks and his friend Governor Swann,
were looking to what they thought the rising power. Blair
fears the President is flinching and will succumb, and
thought it advisable that he, or some one, should have an